
THESECRETARYOFTHEINTERIOR
Washington

ORDERNO.  3289

SIGNATUREDATE:  September14, 2009

Subject:  AddressingtheImpactsofClimateChangeonAmerica’sWater, Land, andOther
NaturalandCulturalResources

PurposeandBackgroundSec. 1  .  SecretarialOrderNo. 3285, issuedonMarch11, 2009, made
productionandtransmissionofrenewableenergyonpubliclandsapriorityfortheDepartment.   
ThisOrderestablishesaDepartment-wideapproachforapplyingscientifictoolstoincrease
understandingofclimatechangeandtocoordinateaneffectiveresponsetoitsimpactsontribes
andontheland, water, ocean, fishandwildlife, andculturalheritageresourcesthatthe
Departmentmanages.  ThisOrderreplacesSecretarialOrderNo. 3226, AmendmentNo. 1,  
issuedonJanuary16, 2009, andreinstatestheprovisionsofSecretarialOrderNo. 3226, issued
onJanuary19, 2001.    

Tofulfillournation’svisionforacleanenergyeconomy, InteriorisnowmanagingAmerica’s
publiclandsandoceansnotjustforbalancedoil, naturalgas, andcoaldevelopment, butalso –  
forthefirsttimeever – topromoteenvironmentally responsiblerenewableenergydevelopment.   
Sun, wind, biomass, andgeothermalenergyfromourpublicandtriballandsiscreatingnewjobs
andwillpowermillionsofAmericanhomesandelectricvehicles.  

TheDepartmentisalsotakingtheleadinprotectingourcountry’swater, land, fishandwildlife,  
andculturalheritageandtriballandsandresourcesfromthedramaticeffectsofclimatechange
thatarealreadyoccurring – fromtheArctictotheEverglades.  Therealitiesofclimatechange
requireustochangehowwemanagetheland, water, fishandwildlife, andculturalheritageand
triballandsandresourcesweoversee.  Forexample:  

Newwatermanagementimperativesassociatedwithclimatechangemayrequire
restorationofnaturalsystemsandconstructionofnewinfrastructuretoreducenewflood
risksortocaptureearlyrun-off.  
Strategiestoaddresssealevelrisemayrequireacquisitionofuplandhabitatandcreation
ofwetlandsandothernaturalfiltersandbarrierstoprotectagainstsealevelriseand
stormsurges.  Itmaybenecessarytorelocatecertainiconicandculturallyhistoric
structures.   
Shiftingwildlifeandhabitatpopulationsmayrequireinvestmentsinnewwildlife
corridors.    
Newinvasionsofexoticspeciesandnewwildlandfirethreatsduetolongerfireseasons
andmoreseveredroughtswillrequireinnovationandmoreeffectivewaysofmanaging
theDepartment’sresources.    



TheDepartmentoftheInterior, withits67,000employeesandscientificandresource
managementexpertise, isresponsibleforhelpingprotectthenationfromtheimpactsofclimate
change.  InparticulartheDepartmentmust:  

Adaptitswatermanagementstrategiestoaddressthepossibilityofshrinkingwater
suppliesandmorefrequentandextendeddroughtstocontinuetosupplydrinkingwaterto
morethan31millionpeopleandirrigationwaterto140,000farmers.   
Wiselymanagemillionsofacresofparks, refugesandotherpubliclands, andprudently
exerciseitssharedresponsibilityformanagingthe1.7billionacresoftheU.S. outer
continentalshelf.    
Conserveandmanagefishandwildliferesources, includingover800nativemigratory
birdspeciesandnearly2,000federallylistedthreatenedandendangeredspecies.    
Protectculturalandarchaeologicalresourcesandiconicstructuresthatmaybeaffected
byclimatechange.  
AddresstheimpactsofclimatechangeonAmericanIndiansandAlaskaNatives, for
whomtheDepartmentholdstrustresponsibilitiesonbehalfoftheFederalgovernment.   
Continuetoprovidestate-of-theartsciencetobetterunderstandtheimpactsofclimate
changeandtodevelopscience-basedadaptivemanagementstrategiesfornaturaland
culturalresourcemanagers.  
Continueitsworktoquantifytheamountofcarbonstoredinourforests, wetlands, and
grasslands, identifyingareaswherecarbondioxidecanbesafelystoredunderground, and
waystoreducetheDepartment’scarbonfootprint.  

AuthoritySec. 2.  ThisOrderisissuedundertheauthorityofSection2ofReorganizationPlan
No. 3of1950 (64Stat. 1262), asamended.  

CoordinatingtheDepartment’sResponsetoClimateChangeImpactsonOurSec. 3
Resources ThisOrderestablishesa [[
1048,1877,1748,1934][12][,I,][TimesNewRoman]]ClimateChangeResponse
Council [[1746,1877,1759,1934][12][,,][TimesNewRoman]]  [[1759,1877,2241,1934][
12][,,][TimesNewRoman]]withintheOfficeofthe Secretarythatwillexecutea
coordinated Department-widestrategytoincrease scientific understandingof anddevelopment ofeffectiveadaptive
management toolsto addressthe impactsofclimatechangeon ournatural
andculturalresources.  TheClimateChangeResponseCouncilwillbecomposedoftheSecretary (
Chair), DeputySecretary (Vice-Chair), CounselortotheSecretary (Vice-Chair), Assistant
Secretaries, BureauDirectorsandtheSolicitor.  The Councilwillhelpcoordinateactivities
withinandamongtheDepartment’sagenciesandbureaustodevelopandimplement
anintegratedstrategyfor respondingtoclimatechange impacts involvingtheresourcesmanaged
bytheDepartment.  TheDepartment’sClimate ChangeResponseCouncilwillalsocoordinateits climate
changeactivitieswithallrelevant FederalDepartmentsandagencies including, butnot
limited to, theCouncilon Environmental Quality,  theOfficeof

EnergyandClimateChange, theOfficeofScienceandTechnologyPolicy, 
theNationalScienceandTechnology

Council, theDepartmentofAgriculture, the DepartmentofCommerce, theDepartmentof
Defense, andtheEnvironmentalProtectionAgency.   TheClimateChangeResponseCouncilwill

implement



rangeplanningexercises, settingprioritiesforscientificresearchandinvestigations, developing
multi-yearmanagementplans, andmakingmajordecisionsregardingpotentialuseofresources
undertheDepartment’spurview.  TheserequirementsweresetforthinSecretarialOrder
No. 3226, andremainineffect.  TheorganizationalchangesmadebythisOrderwillenablethe
bureausandagenciestofulfilltheseplanningrequirements.   

b) DOIRegionalClimateChangeResponseCenters.  Managementdecisionsmadein
responsetoclimatechangeimpactsmustbeinformedbyscienceandrequirethatscientistswork
intandemwiththosemanagerswhoareconfrontingclimatechangeimpactsandevaluating
optionstorespondtosuchimpacts.  PursuanttoP.L. 110-161, theUnitedStatesGeological
Survey (USGS) hasbeendevelopingregionalsciencecenterstoprovideclimatechangeimpact
dataandanalysisgearedtotheneedsoffishandwildlifemanagersastheydevelopadaptation
strategiesinresponsetoclimatechange.  Thesecentersarecurrentlyknownas “regionalhubs”  
oftheNationalClimateChangeandWildlifeScienceCenter, andarebeingdevelopedinclose
collaborationwithInterioragenciesandotherfederal, state, university, andnon-governmental
partners.    

TheClimateChangeResponseCouncilwillworkwithUSGSandotherDepartmentbureausto
renametheseregionalsciencecentersasRegionalClimateChangeResponseCentersand
broadentheirmandatetoencompassotherclimate-change-relatedimpactsonDepartmental
resources.  TheseeightResponseCenterswillsynthesizeandintegrateclimatechangeimpact
dataanddeveloptoolsthattheDepartment’smanagersandpartnerscanusewhenmanagingthe
Department’sland, water, fishandwildlife, andculturalheritageresources.   

c) LandscapeConservationCooperatives. Giventhebroadimpactsofclimatechange,  
managementresponsestosuchimpactsmustbecoordinatedonalandscape-levelbasis.  For
example, wildlifemigrationandrelatedneedsfornewwildlifecorridors, thespreadofinvasive
speciesandwildfirerisks, typicallywillextendbeyondthebordersofNationalWildlifeRefuges,  
BLMlands, orNationalParks.  Additionally, somebureauresponsibilities (e.g., Fishand
WildlifeServicemigratorybirdandthreatenedandendangeredspeciesresponsibilities) extend
nationallyandglobally.  Becauseoftheunprecedentedscopeofaffectedlandscapes, Interior
bureausandagenciesmustworktogether, andwithotherfederal, state, tribalandlocal
governments, andprivatelandownerpartners, todeveloplandscape-levelstrategiesfor
understandingandrespondingtoclimatechangeimpacts.  Interiorbureausandagencies, guided
bytheClimateResponseCouncil, willworktostimulatethedevelopmentofanetworkof
collaborative “LandscapeConservationCooperatives.”  Thesecooperatives, whichalreadyhave
beenformedinsomeregions, willworkinteractivelywiththerelevantDOIRegionalClimate
ChangeResponseCenter(s) andhelpcoordinateadaptationeffortsintheregion.      

AdditionalDepartmentalActiontoMitigateClimateChangeSec. 4  .  Inaccordancewith
SecretarialOrderNo. 3285, theDepartmenthasprioritizeddevelopmentofrenewableenergyon
publiclandsandoffshorewaterstoreduceourdependenceonforeignoilandtoreduce
greenhousegaspollution.  ThisOrderestablishestwoadditionalprojectstomitigateclimate
change:  theDOICarbonStorageProject, andtheDOICarbonFootprintProject.  Additional
mitigationprojectswillbeencouragedandsupportedbytheClimateChangeResponseCouncil.    
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a) TheDOICarbonStorageProject. ThisprojectisbeingimplementedunderP.L. 110- 
140, “TheEnergyIndependenceandSecurityActof2007,” whichgivestheDepartment
statutoryresponsibilitytodevelopcarbonsequestrationmethodologiesforgeological (i.e.,  
underground) andbiological (e.g., forestsandrangelands) carbonstorage.  TheUSGShasthe
leadinadministeringtheCarbonStorageProject, butwillworkcloselywithotherbureausand
agenciesintheDepartmentandexternalpartnerstoenhancecarbonstorageingeologic
formationsandinplantsandsoilsinamannerconsistentwiththeDepartment’sresponsibilityto
providecomprehensive, long-termstewardshipofitsresources.  TheDOICarbonStorage
Projectisvitalforsuccessfuldomesticandglobalgeologicalandbiologicalcarbonsequestration
efforts.  

b) TheDOICarbonFootprintProject. Theprojectwilldevelopaunifiedgreenhouse
gasemissionreductionprogram, includingsettingabaselineandreductiongoalforthe
Department’sgreenhousegasemissionsandenergyuse.  TheAssistantSecretaryforPolicy,  
ManagementandBudgetwillhavetheleadinadministeringtheDOICarbonFootprintProject,  
withthecooperationofalloftheDepartment’sagenciesandbureaus.  

AmericanIndiansandAlaskaNativesSec. 5. Climatechangemaydisproportionatelyaffect
tribesandtheirlandsbecausetheyareheavilydependentontheirnaturalresourcesforeconomic
andculturalidentity.  AstheDepartmenthastheprimarytrustresponsibilityfortheFederal
governmentforAmericanIndians, AlaskaNatives, andtriballandsandresources, the
Departmentwillensureconsistentandin-depthgovernment-to-governmentconsultationwith
tribesandAlaskaNativesontheDepartment’sclimatechangeinitiatives.  Tribalvaluesare
criticaltodeterminingwhatistobeprotected, why, andhowtoprotecttheinterestsoftheir
communities.  TheDepartmentwillsupporttheuseofthebestavailablescience, including
traditionalecologicalknowledge, informulatingpolicypertainingtoclimatechange.  The
Departmentwillalsosupportsubstantiveparticipationbytribesindeliberationsonclimate- 
relatedmechanisms, agreements, rules, andregulations.  

ImplementationSec. 6.  TheDeputySecretaryisresponsibleforensuringimplementationofall
aspectsofthisOrder.  Thisresponsibilitymaybedelegatedasappropriate.  ThisOrderdoesnot
alteroraffectanyexistingdutyorauthorityofindividualbureaus.  

EffectiveDateSec. 7  .  ThisOrderiseffectiveimmediatelyandwillremainineffectuntilits
provisionsareconvertedtotheDepartmentalManualoruntilitisamended, superseded, or
revoked, whicheveroccursfirst.   

s/ KennethL. Salazar
SecretaryoftheInterior
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